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“The Mill River is of great significance for the historic development pattern 
created around industrial mills clustered along the river which today create a 
series of village centers, somewhat disconnected from each other but for the 
highly traveled Route 9. The question most participants sought to explore 
over the coming years is how the two village centers along Route 9 be 
connected through multi-use paths and sidewalks, encourage vibrant 
commercial shopping and entertainment establishments, provide affordable 
housing within walking distance to local services, and respect and protect the 
Mill River as a unifying factor throughout Williamsburg… This is especially 
desirable for safe routes to Williamsburg schools for students and for easier 
routes around the village for elderly and disabled residents.”

                                       - Williamsburg Open Space & Recreation Plan 2011
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MILL RIVER GREENWAY COMMITTEE
2012-2014

Gaby Immerman, chair  
Nick Dines      
John Hoogstraten   
Dave Weber     
Joe Rogers      
Jim Hyslip      
Francie Borden     
John Connolly     
Jen Black       
Eric Bloomquist     
Rachel Koh      

Past Members:
Jody Nishman
Jim Ayres
Charles Dudek
Mary Dudek
JM Sorrell
Todd Lynch
Mimi Kaplan
Larry West
Emmet Anderson
Jim Weed
Neal Bastek
Rob Stinson
Marvin Ward
Matt Wilhelm

thank you!
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WHAT IS A GREENWAY?

● Alternative Transportation 
Corridor

● Ecological Restoration
● Conservation
● Cultural/Social benefits
● Economic engine
● Safe Route to School
● Amenities (benches, kiosks)
● Local History
● Climate Resilience
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www.historicnorthampton.org
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www.millrivergreenway.org

MILL RIVER FLOOD URBAN MEMORIAL FOREST, 2024-2029
139 TREES PLANTED IN MEMORY OF THOSE WHO PERISHED



Williamsburg
residents &
businesses

A two-year project made possible by an Action Grant from the 
Massachusetts Municipal Vulnerability Preparedness Program to the 

Town of Williamsburg

Mill River Watershed
Planning for Flood Resilience



Project Elements
Technical Analysis
• Create up-to-date flood maps that show current 

and future flooding
• Assess climate vulnerabilities and flood 

mitigation opportunities in upland areas 
• Identify affordable housing opportunities

Resilience Building
• Community engagement in the project from 

start to finish
• Public participation in the design of the Mill 

River Greenway
• Landowner participation in climate-resilient 

land management strategies throughout the 
watershed

Regulatory Review
• Review town bylaws and regulations for ways to increase flood protection
• Recommend resiliency standards for bylaws and regulations
• Coordination with ongoing town Comprehensive Planning process 

Holistic Watershed-Based Plan
• EPA 9-Element Watershed Plan
• Stormwater infrastructure mapping
• Upland watershed stewardship 
• Collaborating across town boundaries with 

other stewards of the watershed

Engagement
• Town boards - Landowners - Indigenous Land 

Stewards - Dunphy School
• Greenway Design Charette & 

community visioning
• Resident involvement in flood solutions
• Backyard workshops to build climate resilience
• Interactive web-based mapping tool with 

watershed data



www.hilltownlandtrust.org
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2013 May
2016 April
2017 April
2017 Revelation Day

2019 April
2019 MVP Planning process
2021 Children Imagine the Greenway (with ATD)
2022 April

12 COMMUNITY FORUMS

2022 Burgy 250th
2023 April
2023 October
2024 April 



GRANTS

$48,000  2015 Rec Trails Program, DCR
$47,000  2017 Rec Trails Program, DCR
$100,000 2018 Rec Trails Program, DCR
$100,000 2021 MassTrails Program, DCR
$247,600 2022 MassTrails Program, DCR
$204,000 2024 MassTrails (pending)

$65,000 2017 Town Meeting 2017 (Rte 9 Corridor Survey)
$9,999    2017 Healthy Hampshire/Mass in Motion
$30,000    2020 MA Attorney General settlement funds
$19,000    2019 MVP Planning Grant
$682,000   2023 MVP Action Grant 
$30,000   2014 State Transportation Bond funds
$500,000  2023 Complete Streets
$2.39M   2020 State T-Bond funds (awarded)

DONATIONS

$2,300 2017  Valley Gives Day
$17,000 2017  Donations from local businesses
$8,000 2018  Jim Locke memorial gifts
$7,800 2018  Skinnerville Park donations

SMITH COLLEGE DESIGN CLINIC 2015-2022
(in kind value $15,000 per year x 5 years)

SELECT BOARD INVOLVEMENT

95 Agenda items/appearances
42 Unanimous votes
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MRGC FUNDING SUMMARY to date
 

TOTAL FUNDS TO DATE: $1.85M grants & donations
    $65,000 town funds (Route 9 Corridor Survey)
    $2.39M T-BOND awarded



Williamsburg Mill River Greenway: MassCentral Rail Trail Link
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The 2.5 mile WMRG connects to 
the MCRT from South Main Street
Connector via the Dismount at the 
Haydenville/ Northampton Town Line.

100-Mile Mass Central Rail Trail to Boston



Bicyclist Design User Profiles: Accommodations

(Source: Bikeway Selection Guide, FHWA Publication: FHWA-SA-18-077, 2019)

• The Shared Use Path must 
accommodate bicyclists who are 
‘Risk Averse’ and who have low 
stress tolerance.

• It must also accommodate 
    all non-cyclists.

“A Common Path for the 
Whole Community.”



Four Segments of the Burgy Mill River Greenway
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Segment 1:
2 Mile Rte. 9
MA DOT

Segment 2:
600’ MA DOT Bridges

Segment 3:
1,700’ Connector

Segment 4:
550’ Switchback

1:   MassDOT (Route 9)

2:   MassDOT (Bridges)

3:   Transportation Bond

4:    Complete Streets/   
              MassTrails (pending)



MRGC Design Deck

South Main Abutters presentation
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South Main Connector and MCRT Dismount:  (T-Bond & other grants)
May 2 Select Board forum debrief
May 16 Proposed date for vote (not confirmed)

➔ If SUP – go to bid this fall, construct Spring 2025
➔ If Bike Boulevard – not clear

Route 9 Mill River Greenway (on 2028 TIP) (Transportation Improvement Program)

25% Design Public Hearing best case scenario Spring/Summer 2025
Construction Prep June 2028
Groundbreaking Spring 2029

TIMELINE and NEXT STEPS
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STAY CONNECTED!

millrivergreenway@burgy.org

mailto:millrivergreenway@burgy.org

