
SECTION 12:  APPENDIX A – MAPS 

1. Regional Context
2. Municipal Zoning
3. Water Resources
4. Soil Limitations to Development
5. Protected Open Space
6. Scenic and Unique Features
7. BioMap2
8. Climate Change Resilience
9. Action Plan Map
10.BioMap2 Forest Core and Climate Resilience



DATA SOURCES:  
MassGIS, Pioneer Valley Planning Commission.
This map is based on the best available data.
All information is subject to field verification.
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DATA SOURCES:  
MassGIS, Pioneer Valley Planning Commission.
This map is based on the best available data.
All information is subject to field verification.
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SOIL LIMITATIONS TO DEVELOPMENT
2021 Open Space and Recreation Plan

WILLIAMSBURG, MA
DATA SOURCES:  
MassGIS, Pioneer Valley Planning Commission.
This map is based on the best available data.
All information is subject to field verification.

0 0.5 10.25
Miles

N

Streams
Open Water
Wetlands

Soils
Prime Farmland Soils
Farmland of Statewide Importance
Farmland of Unique Importance
Poorly Drained Soils
Steep Soils

This Soil Survey Geographic (SSURGO) data base was produced by the U.S. Department of Agriculture,
Natural Resources Conservation Service and cooperating agencies for the Soil Survey of Hampshire
County, MA (Central). The soils were mapped at a scale of 1:5,000 with varying acre minimum size
delineation. Enlargement of these maps to scales greater than that at which they were originally
mapped can cause misunderstanding of the detail of mapping. If enlarged, maps do not show the
small areas of contrasting soil that could have been shown at a larger scale. The depicted soil
boundaries and interpretations derived from them do not eliminate the need of onsite sampling,
testing, and detailed study of specific sites for intensive uses. Thus, this map and its interpretations
are intended for planning purposes only. Digital data files are periodically updated. Files are dated,
and users are responsible for obtaining the latest version of the data.
U.S. Department of Agriculture, Natural Resources Conservation Service,
451 West Street, Suite 1, Amherst, MA 01002
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DATA SOURCES:  
MassGIS, Pioneer Valley Planning Commission.
This map is based on the best available data.
All information is subject to field verification.
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APPENDIX B-- Chapter 61 Lands 
Table of Chapter 61 lands (forestry) 

Chapter 61 Landowner Name Location Acres 

HULL FORESTLANDS LP 103 BRIAR HILL RD 296 

HULL FORESTLANDS, LP 0 OLD GOSHEN RD 40 

BROWN, LOUISE B. 0 OLD GOSHEN RD 29 

HULL FORESTLANDS, LP 89 BRIAR HILL RD 97 

HUBER, MARTHA C. 0 ASHFIELD RD 53 
BAKER'S ACRES REALTY TRUST 35 CONWAY RD 58 

EISEMAN, TEDRIC F. 98 OLD GOSHEN RD 29 

GOODHUE, FREDERICK K. 36 CONWAY RD 67 

ARNOLD, EDWARD W. 125 OLD GOSHEN RD 12 

ZONONI, VICTOR V. 17 GOSHEN RD 58 

ROBATOR, JAMES WILLIAM JR 109 GOSHEN RD 20 

LASHWAY, DAVID T. 127 GOSHEN RD 68 

CULVER, DOUGLAS 0 HYDE HILL RD 35 

LONG MICHAEL R. 1 GEER HILL RD 72 

MANN, GERALD 11 HYDE HILL BR 38 

O'CONNOR, LAWRENCE C. 58 ASHFIELD RD 106 

WASSON, L. ALTON 24 O'NEIL RD 38 

JONES, BERNADETTE B. 333 NASH HILL RD 115 

FISH, LINCOLN C. 115 NASH HILL RD 40 

GABRANSKI, CAROL 116 NASH HILL RD 83 

GIBSON, DONNA SUE 110 NASH HILL RD 111 

GRAVES, NICOLE 331 NASH HILL RD 80 

LONGELEY, CAROL FAM. IRREV. TR. 96 MOUNTAIN ST 121 

O'NEIL, L JEAN 91 CHESTERFIELD RD 86 

COWLS, W. D. INC. 109 CHESTERFIELD RD 109 

MATUSZKO, HENRY, TRUSTEE 36 UNQUOMONK RD 121 

COWLS W. D. INC. 50 UNQUOMONK RD 212 

MELNIK, PATRICK J. 299 CHESTERFIELD RD 99 

MELNIIK, FAMILY TRUST 199 CHESTERFIELD RD 95 

BACON, ALDEN E. III 121 SOUTH ST 102 

FORTGANG, SUSAN 16 WALPOLE RD 96 

KISLOSKI, RICHARD J. 50 N FARMS RD 78 

JOHNSON, PENELOPE 5 HATFIELD RD 81 

TOTAL Chapter 61 Acreage  2,744 



 

Table of Chapter 61A lands 

Chapter 61A Landowner Name Location Acres 

LOUD, GILBERT E JR 20 BRIAR HILL RD 178 

ADAIR, DAVID B 47 BRIAR HILL RD 9 

SHUMWAY, PETER B JR. 185 ASHFIELD RD 257 

SHUMWAY, SUZANNE M. 186 ASHFIELD RD 72 

OUIMET, BARRY 71 HEMENWAY RD 145 

EVERETT, EDWIN 50 HEMENWAY RD 70 

HUBER, MARTHA 21 CONWAY RD 95 

SAYRE, WILLIAM B 51 CONWAY RD 10 

GOODHUE, FREDERICK K 36 CONWAY RD 5 

BUSSLER, DAVID 137 NASH HILL RD 153 

SAYRE, WILLIAM 187 CONWAY RD 25 

MISNER, MARGARET 73 OLD GOSHEN RD 37 

SNOW, STEPHEN 36 OLD GOSHEN RD 72 

MERYMAN, CHARLOTTE 48 VILLAGE HILL RD 22 

DUFRESNE, KEITH 85 GOSHEN RD 5 

BELHUMEUR, PIERRE 84 GOSHEN RD 6 

BLACK, RALMON 65 GOSHEN RD 31 

DUFRESNE, KEITH A. 115 GOSHEN RD 21 

LAWTON, DONALD E. 1 LAWTON HILL RD 22 

TURNER, DEBRA L 47 GOSHEN RD 9 

TURNER, WILLIAM J 21 LAWTON HILL RD 75 



Chapter 61A Landowner Name Location Acres 

GUZIK, RUTH A 2 GEER HILL RD 112 

KASSELL, ALEX 46 HYDE HILL RD 35 

GARDNER, ANNE & ROBERT 26 ASHFIELD RD 50 

THOMSON, PETER 10 ICE RD 181 

THEOBALD, DOUGLAS 54 DEPOT RD 10 

ALLEN JR., ROBERT G. 34 O'NEIL RD 8 

CLARK, CLIFFORD W. JR. 14 DEPOT RD 132 

FORSTER, JAMES W. 64 ADAMS RD 10 

FORSTER, JAMES W. 58 ADAMS RD 25 

FORSTER, NANCY S. 82 ADAMS RD 25 

GRASS HILL FARM, LLC. 81 ADAMS RD 62 

WARNER, JOHN M. 97 MOUNTAIN ST 216 

LONGELEY, CAROL 96 MOUNTAIN ST 12 

PETERS, JANET D. 91 MOUNTAIN ST 25 

GANIM, ROSE B. 75 MOUNTAIN ST 143 

WARNER, JOHN M. 107 MOUNTAIN ST 16 

MATUSZKO, HENRY 36 UNQUOMONK RD 14 

CHRISTENSON, NELS 6 UNQUOMONK RD 94 

HEBERT, MARTIN 106 SOUTH ST 22 

BACON, ALDEN 121 SOUTH ST 51 

COWAN, BRUCE & DONNA 109 SOUTH ST 57 

MERRITT, PHILIP C. 67 SOUTH ST 81 

LASHWAY, LEE H. 7 KELLOGG RD 187 



Chapter 61A Landowner Name Location Acres 

MERRITT, PHILIP 30 WALPOLE RD 18 

WEST, LAWRENCE 95 MAIN ST 21 

COWAN, DONNA 105 SOUTH ST 9 

LOOMIS, WILBUR W. 32 MOUNTAIN ST 85 

SIBLEY, JOHN T 30 MOUNTAIN ST 5 

LOOMIS, ERIC 30 MOUNTAIN STREET 6 

LAFOGG, PETER F. 6 BULLARD 59 

HATHAWAY, EDWARD 4 BULLARD RD 55 

WARREN, SANDRA 26 SOUTH ST 55 

LASHWAY, LAWRENCE L. II 10 RIVER RD 93 

Total acres in Chapter 61A 
 

3,323 

 
  



Table of Chapter 61B Lands 
 

Chapter 61B Lands Location Acres 

TUCKER, PAUL H. 30 BRIAR HILL RD 50 

MOCK, PAUL  JR. 91 BRIAR HILL RD 24 

HEMENWAY, DANIEL 151 ASHFIELD RD 8 

BATEMAN, CLAIRE L. 152 ASHFIELD RD 8 

BISSELL, ROBERT 38 BRIAR HILL RD 73 

COTTON, JOHN W. 70 BRIAR HILL RD 25 

KRASOFSKI, STEPHEN 86 BRIAR HILL RD 9 

GABRIELSON, DAVID 85 OLD GOSHEN RD 32 

ZIMMERMAN, BRIAN D 54 OLD GOSHEN RD 5 

BALDWIN, CHARLES S 48 OLD GOSHEN RD 16 

BALDWIN, MARK D 52 OLD GOSHEN RD 6 

DUKE, CAROL A 36 HEMENWAY RD 20 

VIDICH, PAUL 37 HEMENWAY RD 23 

MARNEY, CRAIG & LISA 61 ASHFIELD RD 12 

MARNEY, CRAIG C. 57 ASHFIELD RD 6 

ST. CLAIR, ATTY STEVEN 18 OLD GOSHEN RD 24 

FRENCH, KIMBERLY E. 18 OLD GOSHEN RD 21 

GOLDSTEIN, ILENE 34 VILLAGE HILL RD 14 

RICHARDSON, RUSSELL 9 GOSHEN RD 12 

HODGKINS, THOMAS C. 74 VILLAGE HILL RD 124 

SMITH, CARL 50 HYDE HILL RD 24 

CAPUTO LIVING TRUST 4 HYDE HILL BR 45 



Chapter 61B Lands Location Acres 

JOHNSON, STEPHEN R. 27 HEMENWAY RD 11 

SNOW FARM 5 CLARY RD 45 

EMERSON, GARY 53 HYDE HILL RD 9 

EMERSON, GARY 37 HYDE HILL RD 10 

SNOW, STEPHEN C. 34 HYDE HILL RD 12 

SKIBISKI, JOHN F. REALTY PARTNERSHIP 36 NASH HILL RD 45 

SPELMAN, ROBERT E. 71 NASH HILL RD 9 

COMPTON-KUZEJA FAMILY TRUST 332 NASH HILL RD 32 

GIBSON, DONNA SUE 110 NASH HILL RD 10 

MATHERS, MARK A. 86 DEPOT RD 6 

ARTS, PETER A. 68 NASH HILL RD 7 

PELLAND, PETER L. 25 DEPOT RD 8 

GELBARD, JEFFERY D. 6 O'NEIL RD 24 

MALIKIN,  ROBERT S. 12 O'NEIL RD 9 

NICHOLS, PATRICIA M. 79 DEPOT RD 5 

KELLOGG III,  WALTER E. 82 MOUNTAIN ST 6 

WILLIAMSBURG ROD & GUN CLUB 300 PETTICOAT HILL RD 53 

LEWELLING, FREDERICK W 113 PETTICOAT HILL RD 10 

LACASSE RANDALL L 68 PETTICOAT HILL RD 26 

LACASSE RANDALL L 69 PETTICOAT HILL RD 21 

LEWELLING, FREDERICK & BARBARA 67 PETTICOAT HILL RD 32 

WOLANSKY, BRAD & CHRISTA 122 PETTICOAT HILL RD 13 

ROSZKO, STEVEN 123 PETTICOAT HILL RD 28 



Chapter 61B Lands Location Acres 

MOREHOUSE, ANDREW E. 36 SOUTH ST 83 

HOYT, JONATHAN D. 72 SOUTH ST 44 

CHAPMAN, NANCY A. 86 MAIN ST 18 

STEBBINS, SUSAN E. 91 MAIN ST 16 

BROOKS, DAVID J. & REBECCA I. 65 MOUNTAIN ST 28 

DUFFY, PATRICIA A. 66 MOUNTAIN ST 13 

WILSON, MELISSA 1 N FARMS RD 11 

LOCKWOOD, ROBERT B. 45 MOUNTAIN ST 13 

LUCE, GORDON R. 26 N FARMS RD 26 

DEROSE, CHARLES 51 N FARMS RD 18 

SKIBISKI JOHN F. REALTY PARTNERSHIP 38 NASH HILL RD 2 

CORNER, MARK D. 3 CHESTERFIELD RD 12 

ORWAT, EDWIN 5 PETTICOAT LANE 12 

MACLACHLAN, ANDREW B. 20 SOUTH ST 19 

DEATLEY, BRANTNER M. & SHOSHANA 7 MOUNTAIN ST 12 

ERWIN, ANDREW, TRUSTEE  0 MOUNTAIN ST 23 

MCQUESTON, ROBERT J. 2 MOUNTAIN ST 14 

EQUINOX PARTNERS, LLC. 183 MAIN ST 247 

MASTERS, TOM 14 FORT HILL RD 57 

TOTAL   1,680 
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Appendix C: Planning Process and Public Outreach 

PRESS RELEASE 

CONTACT: Emily Slotnick, Pioneer Valley Planning Commission (413) 781-6045 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

July 24, 2019 

Public Participation Sought to Update Williamsburg’s Open Space and Recreation Plan 

The Williamsburg Open Space Committee is tasked with updating the Town’s 2011 Open Space 
and Recreation Plan (OSRP), which guides town decisions about open space and recreation 
management and growth over the next seven years. 

The OSRP assesses the current status of recreation and conservation lands in the community 
and identifies community needs based on a set of goals and objectives developed through a 
public comment process.  

Members of the public are invited to participate in the Plan update process. Interested residents 
may respond to a survey at https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/Burgy_OSRP (hard copies are 
available at the Town Offices and Libraries). Public input will also be sought through a 
community visioning on Thursday, September 12, 7:00 p.m. at the Town Offices in 
Haydenville. The next regular meeting of the Open Space Committee meeting is scheduled for 
Monday, July 29, 7:00 p.m. at the Town Offices in Haydenville. 

The OSRP is being developed with assistance from the Pioneer Valley Planning Commission 
with funding provided through a District Local Technical Assistance Grant from the 
Commonwealth of Massachusetts.  
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Town of Williamsburg  

Open Space and Recreation Plan Update Public Visioning Session  
Thursday, September 12, 2019 

AGENDA 

6:45 - 7:15 Registration and Map Mingle 

Step 1:  Sign-in and make a name tag  

Step 2:  Explore the maps, and ask questions! 

Step 3:  Use 3 dots to mark on the Protected & Recreational Open 
Space Map  

1. Mark where you live 
2. Mark you’re your favorite place to recreate, meditate, enjoy the view 
3. Mark the place are you most concerned about / is most vulnerable   

7:15 - 7:45 Presentation on Open Space and Recreation Plan (OSRP)  

o What is an OSRP, and why update now? 
o Summarize and Share Results of Online Community Survey 
o Review existing Open Space and Recreation Resources 
o Review existing Open Space and Recreation Goals  
o Accomplishments from 2011 OSRP Action Plan 

 

7:45 - 8:25
  

Small Group Discussions of Needs, Challenges, and Priorities 
o Land Conservation  
o Recreational Facilities 
o Stewardship of Williamsburg’s Natural Resources 
o Protect Water Resources 

Step 1:  Pick a group by one of the above topics 

Step 2: As a group, discuss the “ideal” Williamsburg in 10 years in terms 
of its open space and recreational amenities. What are the town’s 
greatest assets? What are its greatest needs? How and where can these 
needs be met? What are the challenges? What improvements to access, 
public education, signage, etc. are needed? What are the funding 
priorities? 

8:25 - 8:30 Next Steps 



Open Space and Recreation Community Survey – July and August 2019 
 
Question #1  
 

 
 
Data: 

 Never Sometimes Very often 
Snowmobile trails 128 51 28 
School playgrounds 102 76 29 
Rivers & streams 36 96 76 
Mass Central Rail Trail access  
from South Main St 72 97 38 
Ice rink 153 50 3 
Hiking trails 26 104 83 
Angel Park 65 123 17 
Ames Field 134 62 8 
• Number of people who answered this question: 217 
• Number of people who skipped this question: 0 

 
Other comments: 
 

1. used to use playgrounds a lot when our kids were younger 
2. I snowshoe on snow mobile trails. 
3. HEJ Lot - Very often 
4. I use the snowmobile trails for cross-country skiing 
5. Trails on Watershed off Petticoat Hill Rd. 
6. Vistas are also important, e.g. open space as I drive by 
7. We hike on the snowmobile trails 
8. snowmobile trails for snowshoeing 
9. btw, not everyone knows Ames field is the one on Fairfield 
10. I own open space 
11. We use the open space behind Helen James School sometimes and is also important to us. 
12. Roads for biking and running 
13. snowmobile trails for XC skiing  
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Question #1, continued: 
 
Weighted averages were also graphed, in order to get a clearer picture of the relative importance of the locations in 
terms of both how many people used the location and how often. 
 
The weighted average for each location was calculated by:  

1. assigning point values of 0, 1, and 2 respectively to Never, Sometimes, and Very Often 
2. multiplying the number of responses for each by the appropriate point value 
3. adding together the points for each location 
4. dividing the total points for a location by the number of people responding for the location 

 
Example:  Angel Park:  

(65 x 0) + (123 x 1) + (17 x 2) = 157 total points 
 157 / 205 respondents = .77 weighted average (rounded) 
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Question #2 
 

 
 
Other responses: 

1. public gardens, walking 
2. Also enjoy mountain biking in single track trails 
3. Mushrooming in Williamsburg and elsewhere.  
4. Running 
5. canoe 
6. Pickle Ball - Elsewhere, but would LOVE to see it at Ames Field and Mountain biking both in Williamsburg and 

elsewhere 
 
Data: 

  Williamsburg Elsewhere 
Biking, road 86 85 
Biking, trail 79 74 
Birdwatching 99 60 
Camping 17 97 
Fishing 24 39 
Golf 22 25 
Horseback riding 4 14 
Hunting 15 9 
Ice skating 44 38 
Motorized trail use (snowmobiles, ATVs, etc) 16 13 
Playground use 77 47 
Swimming 58 128 
Target shooting 18 19 
Team sports 28 33 
Tennis 16 15 
Trail walking / hiking / running 175 148 
Walking, on roads or sidewalks 169 115 
Wildlife watching 142 111 
X-country skiing / snowshoeing 93 84 
• Number of people who answered this question: 210 
• Number of people who skipped this question: 7 
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Question #3 
 
Weighted averages were graphed, in order to get a clearer picture of the relative priorities to residents. 
 
The weighted average for each location was calculated by:  

1. assigning point values of 0, 1, and 2 respectively to Not at all, Moderately, and Extremely 
2. multiplying the number of responses for each by the appropriate point value 
3. adding together the points for each location 
4. dividing the total points for a location by the number of people responding for the location 

 
 

 
 
Comments: 

1. Enhance resiliency 
2. Protecting historical homes and other buildings, etc. 
3. adding on road bike lane on Rte 9 will give cyclists a dangerously false sense of security. 
4. Extend sidewalk from High Street to Laurel Road 
5. Stop kicking us out of rivers to swim in 
6. Protecting farmland but not at the expense of protecting wildlife (less pesticide use, etc. 
7. Some consider moutain bikes motorized and some don't. If this survey considers mountain biking as motorized, then I 

would change my answer about those questions as related to trails. 
 
 
  

Protecting farmland
Protecting forests

Protecting water quality
Protecting wildlife habitats

Maintaining non-motorized trails
Expanding non-motorized trails

Maintaining motorized trails
Expanding motorized trails

Preserving scenic views
Preserving Williamsburg's rural character

Improving safety of existing recreation resources
Improving organized sports/recreation programming for youth
Improving organized sports/recreational programing for adults

Improving public access to local waterways
Improve information resources about local recreational opportunities

Extending sidewalks
Adding on-road bike lanes

Expanding connections and access to existing off-road trails
Creating a community garden
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Question #3, continued 
 
Data: 

 Not at all Moderately Extremely Total 
Weighted 
Average 

Protecting farmland 0 38 164 202 1.81 

Protecting forests 4 23 175 202 1.85 

Protecting water quality 1 15 185 201 1.92 

Protecting wildlife habitats 3 29 171 203 1.83 

Maintaining non-motorized trails 14 72 111 197 1.49 

Expanding non-motorized trails 30 78 88 196 1.3 

Maintaining motorized trails 131 35 17 183 0.38 

Expanding motorized trails 152 21 12 185 0.24 

Preserving scenic views 6 50 144 200 1.69 

Preserving Williamsburg's rural character 3 40 158 201 1.77 

Improving safety of existing recreation resources 48 98 43 189 0.97 

Improving organized sports/recreation programming for youth 43 118 29 190 0.93 

Improving organized sports/recreational programing for adults 59 101 26 186 0.82 

Improving public access to local waterways 27 79 88 194 1.31 
Improve information resources about local recreational 
opportunities 21 124 53 198 1.16 

Extending sidewalks 32 85 78 195 1.24 

Adding on-road bike lanes 41 85 74 200 1.17 

Expanding connections and access to existing off-road trails 27 72 97 196 1.36 

Creating a community garden 53 110 32 195 0.89 
 

• Number of people who answered this question: 206 
• Number of people who skipped this question: 11 
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Question #4 
 

 
 

• Number of people who answered this question: 166 
• Number of people who skipped this question: 51 

 
Other: 

1. No thanks 
2. the costs and benefits of clearing forest for solar arrays. 
3. Anything concerning how landowner rights affect access to the Mill River. And how does landownership impact the 

river itself (e.g. pesticides going into river). 
4. Ecology - how things are connected  
5. I feel like with the push for more solar there are a lot of impacts on open space, wildlife, etc. Would love to see 

discussion of this 
6. drainage 
7. This may be outside the purview of this committee but working to minimize, if not ban, single use plastics and 

styrofoam in our town.  
8. Trail Construction and Maintenance 
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Question #5 
 
Do you have anything else to tell us about natural areas, land conservation, open space, or recreation 
needs in Williamsburg? 
 

1. The plan should emphasize coordinated connectivity and ongoing management of community open space 
resources. 

2. I'm good 
3. Preserving green space for community in or near town center is important, as well as extending sidewalks 

and adding bike lanes or where possible.  Maintaining trails and protecting farm and forestland will help 
keep what I love about this town.  Connecting the town centers with a greenway will be great for the 
town.  Thank you for your efforts!! 

4. So far soooo very good, but we can always do better 
5. Safe access for mobility impaired. 
6. River access for residents of Williamsburg a high priority.  Maintaining green spaces and parks. 
7. I'm a huge supporter of the Burgy Mill River Greenway project! 
8. I would love to see more community events around the green at the old school. It would also be 

wonderful to have an online location where all community events are posted, including library, school, 
music, senior center, restaurant... events. It would be wonderful to see more restaurants come into town.  

9. I appreciate all of the work you do to keep Williamsburg a beautiful place.  My main concern is the forest 
clearing for commercial solar installations.  

10. "I would love to see side walks on both sides of Rt 9 in the center so that people on both sides could walk 
around town - & would also love to see the sidewalks repaired so they are safer to walk on. I would love 
to have a few (more) flat-flatter trails in town so those of us with joint issues could hike a bit. 

11. And I wish the Greenway/bike path access would hurry up & get here!" 
12. Thank you 
13. "One of the charms of this area is its combination of ""Live and Let Live,"" and its honor system of taking 

care of the land. We walk through town feeling self-governed, and yet also understand our responsibilities 
of being stewards of the land we so heavily impact.  

14. The recent postings of river access have been a troubling trend in Burgy. Though they have never been 
""proper"" swim spots, they were a treasure to some of us; even a main reason for living here.  

15. We need to recapture the laissez-faire approach that sustained visitors, landowners, law enforcement, 
and the town itself. Without this, the comfortable, Arcadian beauty of this place will be compromised. 
After all, nowhere in the concept of Arcadia is the notion of enforced restrictions on human interactions 
with nature." 

16. How do we relate open space and related with such things as solar arrays. 
17. We have a great resource and it is essential to retain its value.  
18. Please extend the recreation/ bike path to Williamsburg!  
19. "No.  My answers are based on the fact that I'm 74 and not apt to participate in the more strenuous 

activities.  
20. Thanks for all your work!" 
21. connecting bike path from haydenville to williamsburg is a top priority. Petticoat Hill preserve expansion 

to Unquomonk resevoir and lands of snowmobile trails also. 
22. I think we are doing a very good job with the projects in process and want to see them completed and 

maintained well. 
23. Would like more access to trails in motorized vehicles  
24. Would love to see the Northampton bike path extended further into Williamsburg, perhaps with stops 

along the way to support local businesses (gen store for example, as a stop for ice cream for bikers) 
25. Thanks for protecting and promoting our natural areas 
26. I live in Chesterfield and occasionally walk around Burgy and hike your trails.  They're well maintained and 

marked and I appreciate the effort that goes into that. 
27. Ensuring that people clean up after themselves when using the river. Graffiti mitigation.  
28. Need to allow dogs on trails  
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29. more police presence to aid in controlling speeding vehicles would be quite welcome 
30. We used the access to the bike trail on S. Main several times a week until parking was restricted. Now to 

use that trail we park in Leeds, which seems kind of silly. I hope that we can figure out some parking for 
the trail access. Thanks! 

31. No, thanks for the survey 
32. Trail access and wildlife preservation are what we enjoy most in Williamsburg. 
33. The tennis court is deteriorating. Will it be fixed? I am willing to donate some money to this project. Also, 

South St really needs a side walk at least from town to Eastern Ave. It  feels unsafe to walk along it, 
especially for children. Many areas of the road are lined with poison ivy so you can't step aside when cars 
zoom by.   

34. Williamsburg needs to preserve the former HEJ School property as open space and to do otherwise would 
be a grave error 

35. I'd love to see the tennis courts resurfaced, and would be willing to donate $$ for that purpose. I think the 
sidewalk on South Street should be extended to Eastern Ave. 

36. Williamsburg needs to make sure the reservoir is properly maintianed and not drained in such a way that 
it destroys wetlands, streams below in Unquomonk Brook . This was inexcusable and we cannot afford to 
let that happen again. Carelessly destroying habitat of endangered brook trout is not acceptable and the 
town needs to find a way to repair that damage. 

37. Thank you so much for your continued efforts and great work! 
38. I would like to know if the Greenway will provide an off-road bike trail between Williamsburg and 

Northampton? 
39. Thank you for your work! 
40. We should try to protect the open space. 
41. More waterside parks  
42. I hope the James School property can remain open since we have so little. 
43. I appreciate the work that many are doing on these important areas. 
44. "please determine if the auditorium in the town office building is large enough for a portable pickle ball 

court/net.  If so, purchase equipment, offer lessons, schedule times for organized games.   
45. The Woodland Trials Committee does an outstanding job. 
46. Thanks for offering this survey." 
47. Please keep it small town and stop trying to make it a Northampton or larger. 
48. If people are given access to the river , trash needs to be addressed as a major issue. 
49. Wish there were sidewalks on some rural roads, especially South Street 
50. "Maintaining the open space we have is essential and I'd love to see more ways to get around town where 

walking/biking is challenging.  
51. I know the open space at the old James School has been under discussion along with the use of that 

building. Having the open space in the center of town is wonderful, but also want to see it better used.  
52. As more and more of the river is posted No Swimming/No Trespassing, having access to the water is a big 

current concern of mine. We used to go down and take a quick dip to cool off in a few places and it's 
becoming harder and harder to do. I understand liability is an issue and that more people are coming in 
large groups, staying for a long time, leaving trash, etc. but the river is a big part of our town and I'd love 
to be able to use it. " 

53. I wasn’t aware of all the outdoor spaces that are available. Easier access in terms of sidewalks and 
signage, maybe.  

54. No. 
55. I wish there were parks with benches that could be used to read a book, watch wildlife and nature.   It 

would be nice to have a playground at this park that could be used by all ages simultaneously    Senior 
citizens would love to watch children at play! 

56. I love the hiking trails!  I was not aware of the bike trail access on South Main Street.   
57. "1. Route 9 could certainly use a bike lane. That's tough for drivers and bikers right now. 
58. 2. The recreation web site could be more active and up to date  
59. 3. Expanding the bike path would be terrific for the entire town" 
60. ATV and snowmobile use should be welcome on all trails - the time/money/dedication these users are 

willing to put into maintaining will benefit both motorized and non-motorized use 
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61. Allowing access to Mill River at Brassworks and at additional points would be wonderful. Safe bike path 
from Haydenville center to Williamsburg center would be a great, as would a sidewalk extension from 
High Street to Laurel Road. 

62. Keep the small town charm, but do so responsibly and with an eye to the future.  Climate change is real. 
Keep trees!!!! 

63. No 
64. I live here because of how rural it is and I love nature. Please preserve it!  
65. "Thanks to you for working on whatever unpaid position this is, we citizens do appreciate you!  I love our 

town, and my current [minor] W'burg  open-space priority is my hope that kids will still be able to swim in 
town by biking down to the Mill River.  I noticed both major swimming holes are now posted.  I know 
there's liability, nuisance, and trash issues with people swimming in the river, but I think it would be sad if 
kids didn't have a place to swim.   

66. Thanks again for everything you're doing for Willaimsburg!  " 
67. would be nice to have public access to swimming holes along rivers and streams in town 
68. Bikeway extension to town would be fabulous. Walk along mill river and usable sidewalks around town 

appreciated 
69. Open the former reservoir at unkamonk to the public for recreation. 
70. Always in a balanced plan between access/usage and conservation!!!  People need the ability to access 

the outdoors in different ways so understanding that balance is key 
71. The swimming hole on south main st has been my swimming hole for 29 years, I learned how to swim 

there and my kids (oldest 17) have learned how to swim there. My boyfriend and myself (both 
Williamsburg residents) have clean and picked up after other people and the town just went and decided 
to post it no swimming when they don’t even own the land abutting the river at nobles bridge! There’s 
nowhere to swim and this makes me outraged. I spoke with the land owner a year ago and he said the 
town was harassing him to post no trespassing but he did not want to take the swimming hole away from 
the locals. Perhaps if it’s because of the out of town people trashing it we could make it a 
Williamsburg/Haydenville resident only swimming hole, he said he would be open to it but didn’t know 
how to go about it. I’ve lived In haydenville since 1990 and my gram has lived here since the early 70’s, 
this is not fair to us who call ourselves “haydenvillians” at nobles. Something must be done because I will 
not stop swimming there and they can’t make me  

72. We have quite a number of black bears and other animals in our forests. I'd like to see more education 
available about what these animals need to thrive and best practices to minimize the impact of trash, yard 
composting, bird feeders, etc. on these animals. We should be an informed and educated community that 
actively works to make habitats viable for the wildlife while keeping people safe and minimizing 
destructive animal behavior. There are many examples these days of communities that have come 
together to think about and plan for living with wildlife and all that that entails.  Instead we largely ignore 
the fact that we share our forests with a wide variety of animals here. We take them for granted and yet 
many of us are here because of animals live in our forests. Let's begin to think more critically about how 
our land use affects them and what we might do to better co-exist. 

73. Love the planned Mill River Greenway connecting Haydenville to WIlliamsburg! 
74. I hope the area around Helen James School is kept as open space 
75. no 
76. need more hiking trails 
77. Consider studying and offering guidelines for landowners/residents on sites most appropriate for large 

scale solar panel installations. 
78. Would love the bike trail to come into Williamsburg, as well as a park where people can enjoy the Mill 

Rivet 
79. Would love more sidewlks, more bikelanes, more playgrounds! More trails! 
80. no 
81. Thank you for your caring and service to our community.  
82. Thank you for all you do!  
83. We need more sidewalks, especially in Haydenville. 
84. Support people getting out of their cars and any ways we can. 
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OPEN SPACE COMMITTEE MEETING MINUTES 

Meeting Minutes:  May 2, 2019,  7:00  PM 

Members present: Sally, Paul, Eric, Kenley, Markelle, Roz 

The town has been awarded a DLTA grant of $10,500 from PVPC for updating the OSRP. Emily Slotnick of 
PVPC has sent a scope of services to be provided by PVPC and the town (Open space Committee). 

PVPC will provide all new maps for the plan update. This is the largest item in the project budget. Sally 
will ask if the maps can be provided in GIS as well as PDF format. 

The town is responsible for updating the Section 5 Inventory of Lands and text. Sally will continue to 
work on this, making sure there is no overlap with services PVPC is providing.  

Emily suggested it will be really important to have a few members willing to put in time for writing 
updates for Sections 1,2 and 5 - 9. Eric is willing to do that. 

Sally and Markelle will contact former committee members and others that might be willing to serve 
on an advisory committee and help write updates once public input has been gathered and analyzed. 

Sally will request that Emily resend the online survey template.  Eric will review and make a proposal for 
modifications needed. 

The town is responsible for doing the ADA survey. Paul will look at the template Emily sent and assess 
what is needed to get started. 

The public visioning session should be held in September rather than August. Any date should be 
confirmed with the Greenway Committee to avoid a conflict with the MVP workshop. 

Sally will get the Affirmation of Community commitment signed by the Select Board and returned to 
Emily. 

Next meeting: Thursday May 30. Sally will check that date with Emily for the "kick-off' meeting and 
find out if that is a good point to get other town committees involved/invited. 

 

May 30, 2019 Meeting Minutes 

Committee members present: Kenley Clark, Roz Driscoll, Eric Bloomquist, Paul Kennedy, Sally Loomis, 
Markelle Smith. Others present: Emily Slotnik (PVPC)) 

The Committee unanimously approved the May 2nd, 2019 minutes. 

Updates to The Plan: 

Section 3 – Emily will complete Community Setting section; contact building inspector and do updates  

Section 4 – There aren’t many needed changes; can add climate resilience; Markelle will send Emily link 
to climate resilience data 
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Section 5 – Sally will lead revisions to this section 

Section 6 – Information for goals will come out of community visioning sessions. Discuss at next meeting 
that we convene to prepare for visioning meeting 

Section 7 – Action Plan information will come out of visioning session; committee should have list; lead 
in to seven-year action plan; visioning plan will generate a list of priorities  

Williamsburg 2019 OSRP Update Public Survey - UPDATES 

This survey was created using the 2010 survey as a base, adding on response options based on the 
results of the 2010 survey and final 2010 OSRP 

Suggested additions to Q1: Ice Rink; Rail trail access/dismount at River Rd./South Main 

Q2: delete non-motorized trail use and substitute Hiking/Running; delete Skating; add snowshoeing to 
cross country skiing; add ‘on road or sidewalk’ to walking; add Target Shooting; add Golf 

Q3: separate into 4 categories Maintaining/expanding non-motorized trails and Maintaining/expanding 
motorized trails; add estate planning; add land conservation; add land management 

Open question: add ‘land conservation’ 

Community visioning session: provide background; share results of survey; circulate maps that are part 
of plan; present goals from last plan; ask community members if anything is missing; Emily will send out 
draft agenda for public listening session 

MVP: Mill River Greenway Committee - overlap with public visioning session; share survey results 
(include resilience questions); MVP public listening session happens in spring 

Cummington Fair or town picnic – table at public event; not in place of public visioning session but in 
addition to it. 

 OSC should meet with MVP team to coordinate on survey questions 
 Public Visioning Session – September 12th evening 
 Emily will send MVP survey example 
 Solar should be discussed in narrative – either Sections 3 or 4 
 Update on zoning – Paul to do 
 Emily will send Kenley recently completed public ADA survey 
 Emily will pull together Action Plan spreadsheet for Sally to review; Sally will circulate to other 

members 
 

September 4, 2019 Meeting Minutes 

Attendees: Kenley Clark, Paul Kennedy, Eric Bloomquist, Sally Loomis, Markelle Smith 

Public meeting will be 9/12/19: feedback on our goals and action plan items 

Map activity? Each participant given 3 dots – locate home; favorite place to recreate; favorite view 

Print out copies of survey results to put on tables 
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Put blank surveys at back of room in case participants haven’t completed 

Climate Resilience – print out!! 

3 maps: BioMap; Climate Resilience; and Open Space – print out large for display at meeting 

Paul to ask Emily to include second well property from water and sewer on water map. 

Sally will check acreage number and percentage of protected land in town (30%? – may include Chapter 
land). 

PowerPoint Presentation: 

Slides need editing – less verbiage overall; include MVPP info  

Themes from open-ended survey question: lack of access to swimming holes; keeping James School 
space open; need for safe bike trails and sidewalks in town 

Someone put out survey about swimming holes and public access being denied in town  

Change table under ‘Survey Results’ to bulleted list 

Eric will change survey results to charts 

Population slides – delete 

CAPS map – delete 

2011 Goals – keep slide (delete #7) 

Have OSC Rep attend other Committee meetings in town that are relevant 

At meeting: “please let us know if you’re on another committee that you feel needs to be involved with 
the open space plan” 

Opportunities to create open space in town – e.g. Haydenville playground behind town offices; skating 
rink; Commons; pick-up game of ultimate at Ames Field 

Potential 2019 goal: “OSC serves as a resource for people in town who have entrepreneurial ideas to 
explore that will promote and enhance the recreational and open space resources in the Town of 
Williamsburg” 

Presentation Speakers: 
--Emily to introduce OSP 
--Sally to outline public process 
--Eric presents survey results slides 
--Paul to do maps (Markelle to assist) 
Break out acreage numbers for Williamsburg and Northampton water supply lands (Markelle) 
Outreach for public meeting: 
Eric will post on All Things Williamsburg and What’s Up in the Hilltowns? 
Sally will post to all town committee list; MRGC list 
Markelle to send to Williamsburg PTO 
Paul to reach out to Marci Caplis 
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**September 12,2019 Public Visioning Session notes are included in Section 10 – Public 
Comments 

Open Space Committee Meeting – 1/13/20 

Attendees: Eric, Kenley, Sally, Markelle 

Goal 7: add MVP; work on integration of MVP; reword (Sally). 

Intentionally didn’t include public safety complex as goal. 

Forest Management Plan and Watershed Management Plan are the same – should we call these out in 
our plan? 

Mill River Greenway Initiative = multiple towns (Northampton, Williamsburg, etc.)  

Potential to morph to Mill River Watershed Council? More likely a Friends group. 

Call out move toward watershed approach for planning – move beyond municipalities. 

4 town cluster under Hilltown CDC; nice to have watershed-based planning; how to promote this?   

Conway School doing Mill River watershed study – MVP $ from Northampton?? 

Eric and Sally to work on matching action items in plan to goals and objectives. 

MVP meeting 2/6 at 7pm at town hall. 

 

December 30, 2020 @ 7pm Via Zoom 

Attendees: Kenley Clark, Melinda McCall, Sally Loomis, Markelle Smith 

Individual progress on each section?  

Section 4 needs review – Paul and Markelle 

Sally revamped Section 6 

Did Eric contact PVPC GIS for map request? 

Formatting work needs to happen 

Melinda, Sally, Markelle to get photos of trailheads and scenic vistas in town; pics of fields? 

Eric to develop action plan map  

Markelle to supply Biomap and Resilience maps 

Kenley – ADA survey; transition plan is required if structural changes are necessary; do we have any 
property where this is necessary? Ames Field might need upgrades 
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Could Williamsburg apply for state funding (PARC Grant?) to make new land along greenway a real park 
and at the same time upgrade bathrooms and other features at Ames Field? 

Dunphy school grounds considered ADA accessible; as well as Angel Park 

Briar Hill, cemeteries, town watershed land = inaccessible 

Greenway will eventually be accessible; new park will likely be accessible once developed 

Kenley to check in with Goshen who has already circulated their OSRP for public comment 

 

Emily Slotnick could help advise us on end stages of plan (approvals) and might be able to help with a 
final review to make sure all elements are included. Sally will ask if  this is possible. 

Plan needs to be reviewed by SB, PB, Con Comm, and put out to all town residents via website. 
Comments to be included in appendix. 

Deadline – end of January for completion of draft? 

Present to SB on which date? They’re likely meeting on 1/21 and 2/4 though the Town calendar not yet 
updated. 

 

Open Space Committee Meeting Minutes  1/25/21 @ 7pm via Zoom 

Present: Sally Loomis, Kenley Clark, Paul Kennedy, Eric Bloomquist, Markelle Smith 

Plan Updates: 

Section 3 – Sally made changes and deleted irrelevant tables; Paul will review. 

Section 4 – Needs Unquomonk update from Paul. The reservoir was drained in 2007 to comply with 
state dam safety regulations. They made small repairs and the dam was deemed safe. The reservoir 
refilled naturally. The inspection report was submitted and recertified last year.  Jim Hyslip is most 
knowledgeable about this. The only dam that requires maintenance and inspection in town is 
Unquomonk. Paul will review this section. Markelle to ask Emily about NHESP heritage species. 

Should we cite the MVP action plan in this plan and/or include it as an attachment? What have other 
towns done? 

Action Plan – The action plan is included in the “Section 6 – 12” document in google docs and is not a 
separate stand-alone doc now.  

Maps Eric can find 5 maps currently in the Plan: open space inventory; biomap2: core habitat and CNL; 
core components; cnl components; climate resilient lands. There were several other required maps 
prepared by PVPC, but we only seem to have hard copies. We may still need to get digital versions of 
these for our plan. Eric will ask Jake at PVPS. The OSRP handbook has a list of required maps. 

Action Plan Map: Eric will include buildings in Action map. How should we map conservation priorities? 
Overlap of Resilience and Biomap2 to show conservation priorities in action map? Markelle will make a 
stand-alone map.  

Sally to send Eric historic dam trail shapefile for action map 
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Highlight Mill River for access to water resources 

Highlight municipal land; Ames field; HE James school 

Unquomonk can be noted as open for public access for passive recreation; need regulations in advance 

Sidewalk extension – state grant that was received by town; no need to map others 

No need to ask town to formally discontinue roads for recreational purposes 

Could include Burgy Bullets snowmobile trail system, not on map because trails are just open to 
members, but perhaps include as action to collaborate with local snowmobile clubs. 

ADA: Currently no wheelchair users at the school needing ADA access. It has been a major challenge to 
find a disabled person to review this section of the plan which seems to be a requirement. No one at the 
school, COA, Senior Center or town offices have had any idea that have panned out. Kenley to talk with 
Emily from PVPC to see how other towns have approached this issue.  

Sally had conversation with Trails Committee about universal access of existing trails. This is not possible 
on most trail due to slopes. Graves Farm had potential and the new Mill River Greenway trail will be fully 
accessible. Charlene said no possibility of adding handicapped accessibility next to Angel Park. 

Sally will update survey numbers and tables and appropriate references in Section 3.  

Still need: photos. Eric will ask Facebook photo group for pics for our plan. 

Sally will work on compiling appendices with meeting minutes, public visioning session materials, etc.   

Everyone should upload materials to google folder! 

 

February 25, 7:00 via Zoom 

Present: Eric Bloomquist, Kenley Clark, Sally Loomis, Melinda McCall, Markelle Smith 

• Minutes from January were approved 

• Open Space Plan updates 
◦ Eric: Progress was made on compiling pictures and maps. 

▪ In addition to the 5 maps already finished, the PVPC sent PDFs of more maps to include.  
However, the Office of Environmental Affairs wants some additional items included on 
maps, such as unique features, geological features, protected lands (these are labeled 
but do not include parcel lines,) agricultural restrictions.   

▪ Chapter 61 lands are colored in which makes them appear as permanently preserved. 
Eric will clarify this on the map. 

▪  A separate map showing just protected land would be helpful. 
▪ APR lands on Mountain Street were not noted. 
▪ A map combining BioMap2, Forest Cores, and climate resiliency map would be useful, 

especially for prioritizing land purchases. 
▪ Aerial photos may be more helpful in terms of showing forest vs. field vs. developed 

land. 
▪ Change dates on maps to 2021. 
▪ DCS can be contacted with questions about maps. Eric will ask them for an updated 

guidebook to ensure our plan has all required maps. 
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◦ Markelle:  She received an email from Emily Slotnick at the PVPC with a list of common 
requests for more information on comments received from DCS on recent OSRP reviews. 
This gives the Committee an opportunity to ensure the plan has met these requirements 
before submitting the plan. 
 

Items to ensure we have included: 
1. Introduction – the Planning Process and Public Participation section should discuss how the 
availability of the survey and the public visioning sessions were advertised. 
2. Scenic Resources and Unique Environments – any unusual geologic features in the town should be 
included. If there are none, be sure to state that in the plan. 
3.  Section 5 – the table that lists town-owned conservation and recreation properties must be 
expanded to include the following columns: current use, condition, recreation potential, and type of 
grant, if any, used to purchase and/or renovate the property (fill this in completely). The table should 
include a key. Chapter 61 parcels should be listed individually. 
4. Analysis of Needs – the Community Needs should include a discussion of the SCORP and how the 
findings relate to your community. It can be found online at 
https://www.mass.gov/files/massachusetts-scorp-2017-for-submission.pdf . The needs of special 
groups, such as teens, should be included as well. 
5. Goals and Objectives – don’t call out “new” or “updated” goals and objectives 
6. Maps – the Water Resources map should include the town’s watershed(s), the Unique Features 
map should include unusual geologic features, and the Inventory Map should include Conservation 
Restrictions and Agricultural Preservation Restrictions. 

• How will final editing be done? 

◦ Markelle has Acrobat, while Sally uses Word, which is difficult to format pictures in. Eric 
will ask the DCS what their preferred format is. 

◦ Final draft will need to be sent to town boards for their review.  These include 
Conservation, Planning, and the Select Board. 

◦ Meeting Minutes should be included in plan. 

• ADA:  The plan needs a paragraph about accessibility.  The bathrooms at Ames Field will not 
be upgraded, but new facilities will be made compliant.  The best option is to focus on green 
space at the Helen E. James building or the new safety complex.  There will be parking, 
picnic tables, and bathrooms.  If these features were integrated into the new safety complex, 
the town would be able to apply for a parks grant for funding. 

• Sally will meet with people from Goshen about how they got their plan done so quickly. She 
will also make edits to Section 5.  She wrote and submitted the Annual Report for 2020. 

• To complete plan: finish the maps, Paul review the water section, get on the Select Board's 
agenda.  
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